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Film

A shooter’s paradise

Local filmmakers shed light on where to shine yours

While Edmonton doesn’t have a functioning local film board, and the Screen
Industries Office is still a work in progress, this isn’t stopping filmmakers from
creating.

Every once in a while, we get a glimpse of something exciting (Hopper Penn’s Puppy

Love), but most of the time, Alberta’s capital is indie as hell when it comes to films. It
is a hobby that every once in a while can make some money, but most of the time, it
is done for the love of it.

The shoots have to be quick and dirty with a good part of the creativity going on
behind the camera. Finding affordable places to set up for an extended period of
time can be tough when your filming budget is based on how many returnable
empties there are in your trunk.

To some this would be a hindrance. To others, it is part of the fun.

“I film at my house a lot, and the ravine,” says creator Heather Hatch. “For locations,
I'll phone around, until somebody offers it for free. Ask all your friends who work at
establishments.”

Hatch, who has recently done some work for the CBC as well as videos for local
bands, takes a DIY approach to getting her shots.

“Shoot in parks and streets that don’t jam traffic,” Hatch explains. “Shoot first and
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apologize later.”

Darryl Merpaw echoes Hatch’s sentiment.

Merpaw recently left Edmonton to work on several Netflix projects in Vancouver, but
he’d cut his teeth in Edmonton for more than 10 years before his exodus.

“The U of A campus and the downtown LRT stations are my favourites,” Merpaw
explains. “Visually satisfying with reliable lighting make them choice for guerrilla
filming. Keep your crew low key and you can get away with a lot.”

Both Mike Robertson and Ryan Byrne have separately done a lot of shooting in the
city and don'’t stop for seasonal difficulties. Most of their films, music videos, episodic
television/webisodes have had to be shot indoors because, well, cameras can
freeze.

“I don’t find it costs an arm and a leg to shoot in this city,” says Robertson. “For
indoor scenes people are pretty happy to let you shoot at their places and they don’t
expect a lot of money for it.”

“If you're looking for a bar or restaurant location, try performance venues,” Byrne
says. “Smaller, indie venues that are only open during shows tend to have a lot of
available hours that can be used for filming and they typically don’t charge much. It's
a lot easier than lining up an actual bar or restaurant which is open 9 am to 11 pm
seven days a week.”

Hatch also points out that you shouldn’t be shy about using your connections,
especially when it comes to businesses.

“Most establishments are flattered to be featured on film,” she says.

Brent Felzien and his crew at Accidental Humour Co. (AHC) mainly create for
theatre. With the shoots combining interactivity and stage, their work has to be
extremely concise.

“We shoot primarily guerilla style as we have zero budget and very little time to beg
favours,” Felzien says. “That being said, we have to give props to the many local
businesses in Edmonton that will open their doors to you if you approach them
respectfully and reasonably.”

A ‘go to’ place for AHC was Stanley Milner Library’s green screen in the maker
space area. Currently, it is out of order while the building is being renovated. For
other types of shots, they also use the NAIT parkade.

“We shoot in a lot of back alleys and parkades downtown to get ‘urban’ looks,” he
says. “It is one of the quietest I've come across in the summer off season.”

But, of course, when all is said and done, our river valley is a boon for local shooters.

With its forests being a backdrop, or using the top of the valley to drape the city
behind a character, the middle city’s green space works well on many levels.

Fred Kroetsch has been all over the capital covering many topics. Currently shooting
a yet to be named documentary for the National Film Board, Kroetsch points out that
the valley isn'’t just a one trick pony and adds, “| have a few scenic Edmonton shots |
recycle sometimes.”

“There’s always ‘The End of the World”, mentions Robertson. “If you want a good
view of the river”.

Or a focus for a documentary. Just don't let the city know.

Trent Wilkie
trentw@vueweekly.com

ITS ALL GREEK TO ME

kout_ouki

Thank you Edmonton
for voting us

Best Greek Restaurant

10719 124 Street « 780 452 5383
koutouki.ca

Instagram Feed

v @vueweekly

Slideshow

VUEWEEKLY.com

More slideshows »


https://instagram.com/vueweekly
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvdM00CyxWNCcDhPHLsFHWJ1_c3KLP-BtvFdrBbHf9aPxYUHqAU1Lpo24pdcj8X3JVJnzBk4p7819zpRXOZMxcfmS9jKi5zArtlbZvXVPfe2l3m75C30to5oKHSXdGmBYhAT44ELRXYOGJ1FOFHf9TooSq5YQav24qJAq_k68cViQCvTkZFTI94j0WsW97h5Y4mHVItGJOHWoyWuSu-t8hOw2megU2naJmicI__8ire026XJGlSCAKPpmbJp_Kh70Ir9Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNHUapIFs0c1&adurl=http://shumka.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssBs26DojrPxhaGZMO4Dmns5xAEfMrAZj_Ct0_cn37uWbLAeWteumh632mxOJ15gkl4hc5453B7EXLT5jNcKUgNBK8Ubok-vrMGv4BvLgm3pUsNGXNFuQLGjKZn9wv7fs4gVvuQkb0j-5BvBvtLi9BF2m_yezzYI6YMUD1HHVnyeL04sZbsKTCQlCU935D7vdqmaQJKt21-9Divj2elFrQ6p1xmQD3PxOJbsE-GqvnuZhWNvIFT8aOHHcBQK3RfaD6RQwo&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFBMQXKn-kQ3&adurl=http://www.pumphousebrewery.ca/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuKva5E4I2qpavHRoRJT8x-P13HMIlkMJSDd_dzXYLalGXMq8y-dNi2HyrSFlb6Do_BJ0rOk-6xG-sgBPjhy97xTp-05sBpq7cz7Y6sx7V9gJ5AKAX5BoRUkMzJC96Ub1TRIbP0VrJ8T0PIgk06vutjfF5opk9TPtaRIwfJUr5VOCk9LOFYaIBICw5KL4D2SadjFT6SlaB-r6-eqA_ra-4zVo4HDajVPQfnZpvVchkAhGSW649m4YvyXV2jiFkbBOq6suA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEgFjzLa10-M&adurl=http://www.koutouki.ca/
http://www.vueweekly.com/slideshows/168277/
http://www.vueweekly.com/slideshows/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bf1kayslCyB/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bfgb80Wl5rE/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BfeBjuTldAx/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Bfd7jlfl98-/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BfROGALlStm/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Be1HX9kFoq2/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BeqTvG8Fe3d/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BepA1WFFpB5/

The Warriors’ leather jacket
legacy continues to stand up

Mother earth midway

You may also like

Featured - Film - This Week

An Island of Bleak Beauty and
Lost Plot

Film - This Week
An Ode to ‘Marihuana’

Featured - Film - This Week

Brazilian Beauty, Strange Stop
Motion, and Desperate...

Film - This Week
When Art Comes to Life

Film - This Week
Trial By Canvas

Film - This Week
Indomitable Spirit

Leave a Comment

Comment

Name * Email *

Post Comment

Contact Us:

WVWUEWEEKLY.com

Address: Suite 200-11230 119 St NW Edmonton,
AB, T5G 2X3 Phone: 780-426-1996 Fax: 780-426-
2889

Website

Recent Comments

Wimow on Latvian Language Rights

Daryl Frenette on Orange Waves Crash
Out East

Tony on Ralph Klein’s true legacy

G.M.Baker on Time’s Running Out For
Safe Injection Sites

Greg Ranger on Jason Kenney’s
Populist Political Theatre

T16-25, 2018

HIP HOP POP
ALTERNATIVE

4.11 | In The Box
In the Box: It's all over now

4. 06 | Photography
An Evening With Nightwish

4. 03 | This Week
Russian Satire

4. 02 | Photography
Thaw at the Shaw

4. 02 | Music
The Wages of Sin

View More >>

Latest Tweets



http://www.vueweekly.com/category/featured/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/film/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/vue-blog/
http://www.vueweekly.com/and-island-of-bleak-beauty-and-lost-plot/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/film/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/vue-blog/
http://www.vueweekly.com/when-art-comes-to-life/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/film/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/vue-blog/
http://www.vueweekly.com/an-ode-to-marihuana/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/film/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/vue-blog/
http://www.vueweekly.com/trial-by-canvas/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/featured/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/film/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/vue-blog/
http://www.vueweekly.com/brazilian-beauty-strange-stop-motion-and-desperate-oil/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/film/
http://www.vueweekly.com/category/vue-blog/
http://www.vueweekly.com/indomitable-spirit/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu-gZYJHHYfF-xpPyQP3W4T4fw1u7H7Ja_tnJJ0jXoRONrWBowE1Kid_D6DGRDTwSi1wcam_Nr_IJIcWXJLviJFcNnRbh1E4aF2nBQFNoypkV3DqB5kfhKIgK_UcBXkQkGASrQTWKW6mpAge2CbDcNRMASDn49gpR9j4QUyqZihTZcqJqqPNXcIT1a1IZCAZVE9ONFpsOexLA_zRd7PKNR7L-848bvDzmoJSUnuFsR9PBuBUevwvJltAhMMtrKa5kJqIS8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzCTYokM814Oc&adurl=http://www.globalfest.ca/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssqJLR2v3phsjFGsaqi8YHR0j8YXdRspdvJjEXgLhLDUcY6wRTVxQEgA0AFarN6VArPnpI0ejXxwTn1JM9miI5wvb0qhxvPgaGQbULcUJSUFe6E_Tb6Wwo5J1mN8XyzWFZ3no67RiUkpY-vzq9a1AVEp3qBgbWA2qJFDLGZIgyCmAY35DwDRni3NkYbOTztF0S796NVfF_RtjoDoQdbrREeeXuT5cHxV5S0w2JC-Ki8tZbSz9r5TFdkUpOdcJyeuMZwzz4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzK85FqUOkNMz&adurl=http://www.hot107.ca/
http://www.vueweekly.com/in-the-box/
http://www.vueweekly.com/in-the-box-its-all-over-now/
http://www.vueweekly.com/photography-2/
http://www.vueweekly.com/an-evening-with-nightwish/
http://www.vueweekly.com/vue-blog/
http://www.vueweekly.com/russian-satire/
http://www.vueweekly.com/photography-2/
http://www.vueweekly.com/thaw-at-the-shaw/
http://www.vueweekly.com/music/
http://www.vueweekly.com/the-wages-of-sin/
http://www.vueweekly.com/online-exclusive/
http://www.vueweekly.com/the-warriors-leather-jacket-legacy-continues-to-stand-up/
http://www.vueweekly.com/mother-earth-midway/
http://www.vueweekly.com/latvian-language-rights/#comment-111501
http://n/A
http://www.vueweekly.com/orange-waves-crash-out-east/#comment-111500
http://www.vueweekly.com/ralph_kleins_true_legacy/#comment-110794
http://www.vueweekly.com/times-running-out-for-safe-injection-sites/#comment-110227
http://www.vueweekly.com/jason-kenneys-populist-political-theatre/#comment-110206

Tweets by @vueweekly

Vue Weekly
@vueweekly

Thank you to all the people who spoke about the
@recordstoreday and @sunriserecords debate.
Huge shout outs to @listenrecords,
@neptoonrecords, @audiopile, @OutsideMusic,
@freecloudrecord, and more. Read here:
vueweekly.com/and-the-vinyl-... #RSD #RSDC
#records #vinyl
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